
 is a journey of 

                                                                                In the 1980s, recognizing the
                                                                               changing landscape of child   
                                                                               welfare, Kemmerer Village 
                                                                                    expanded its services to include
foster care, marking a significant chapter in our rich history. Today, Kemmerer
Village's Foster Care program stands as a testament to the power of community
support, with an estimated 150 children in Kemmerer foster care on any given day and
an inspiring tally of nearly 200 adoptions. The evolution from orphanage to fostering
reflects a commitment to adapt and innovate, driven by a deep dedication to the well-
being of every child. At the heart of Kemmerer Village's success is the comprehensive
support system it provides. Supporters play a pivotal role in making this possible.
Through generous contributions, individuals and businesses enable Kemmerer to offer
vital training, counseling, and therapeutic recreation. Unique programs, including
equestrian therapy, and specialized sports teams, provide children with transformative
experiences, fostering growth and resilience.

The commitment to excellence in foster care is evident in Kemmerer Village's
emphasis on personalized training for foster parents. The organization ensures that
caregivers are equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate the
complexities of fostering and creating stable and nurturing environments for the
children in their care. Community collaboration is a cornerstone of Kemmerer
Village's approach. Whether through volunteer efforts, fundraising events, or
advocacy initiatives, supporters play a vital role in sustaining and expanding
Kemmerer Village's reach.

As Kemmerer Village continues to celebrate achievements and milestones, the
unwavering support of the community makes each success possible. Personal
testimonials echo the profound impact of Kemmerer Village's Foster Care program
on the lives of children and families, emphasizing that the organization continues
to transform lives and build brighter futures through the collective efforts of
supporters.
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In the heart of our community, a program is making waves in the lives of children
with disabilities—Horses and Heroes. This equine therapy initiative is providing
profound benefits to children facing various challenges.

Equine therapy has long been recognized for its therapeutic impact, offering
physical, emotional, and psychological benefits. For children with disabilities, this
program becomes a haven of healing and empowerment. The gentle presence of
these majestic animals not only instills a sense of confidence but also fosters
physical strength, balance, and emotional well-being.

With immense gratitude, we extend our thanks to all our donors, with a special
acknowledgment to the Elks for their consistent support. Your generosity is the
driving force behind the smiles, laughter, and newfound abilities of these
incredible children.

The Horses and Heroes program goes beyond conventional therapy, creating a
unique bond between the children and their equine companions. As they ride,
groom, and interact with these gentle giants, the children experience a sense of
freedom and accomplishment that transcends their disabilities.

Through your contributions, we've witnessed incredible transformations—children
who were once reserved are now beaming with confidence, and those who faced
physical challenges have discovered newfound strength and mobility.

The impact of Horses and Heroes is a testament to the incredible things that can
happen when a community comes together to support a shared vision. To all our
donors, especially the Elks, your commitment to making a difference in the lives of
these children is truly commendable. Your contributions have created a lasting
legacy of compassion and empowerment, and we are profoundly grateful.

As we look ahead, we invite others to join us in this journey of making a positive
impact on the lives of children with disabilities through equine therapy. Together,
we can continue to provide a source of joy, strength, and hope for these
remarkable children, proving that with a little support, they can conquer any
challenge that comes their way. Thank you for being the heroes behind Horses
and Heroes.

Galloping Towards Healing: Horses and Heroes Equine Therapy

During my time at KV, my favorite Rec/IIAA activities
were soccer, basketball, softball, track, swimming, dodgeball,
volleyball & and bowling. I love sports. I have always played
sports throughout my life. But, in the past, I was only
worried about winning. Now I try to show good
sportsmanship & and still win. I think that's a great part
of the IIAA. I enjoy helping my teams in sports and as one
of the leaders I try to make others feel good about
themselves. I love playing for the IIAA and my coaches.
Mrs. Amy and Mr. Brandon are awesome coaches. They
bring me up when I'm down and I appreciate them.

         
Learn more about the Illinois Inter-

Agency Athletic Association
www.kemmerervillage.org/iiaa
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Thank you IIAA!!
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                                                         Transform       
                                                         the future     
                                                         with a 
                                                         legacy of 
                                                         compassion. 
                                                         Kemmerer 
                                                         Village,  
                                                        championing 
                                                        children and     
                                                         families   
                                                                               
                                      since 1914, invites you to  
                                       consider leaving a   
                                       lasting gift in your will. 
                                       Your support  sustains   
                                       vital services such as 
                                        residential treatment,    
                                        foster care, adoption, 
                                        equestrian therapy, 
                                        recreational therapy,
                                        and community 
                                        initiatives. Join us in 
                                       expanding our impact      
                                     with the upcoming
community childcare center. 

Seeding hope in the hearts of
children has been our mission 
for over a century, and your 
legacy gift is an opportunity to
nurture that mission into the
future. I encourage you to 
consult with your financial 
advisor to explore the strategic 
ways your legacy can enhance 
the lives of  those we serve. 
Your generosity will not only 
make a difference today, but 
will resonate in the laughter
and dreams of generations yet to 
come. Join us in shaping a legacy of
compassion at Kemmerer Village.



  This January, I came back to Kemmerer 
to visit one of my former staff, and to 
show my kids and my fiancé where I lived. 
Being able to walk the campus and see the 
place that changed my life forever was an 
absolutely amazing experience. My kids 
and fiancé got to see a part of my life they 
never knew existed, but a part of my life 
that helped build me into who I am today. 
  Kemmerer helped me be successful and 
prepared me to go out in life and be a 
responsible, and respectful adult. I'm 
thankful for the time I spent at 
Kemmerer and I’m happy to share my 
success story as I hope Kemmerer is 
around for a long time to keep helping 
kids like me.

   “I loved my time at Kemmerer Village, and I’ve felt like something was missing
since leaving in 2012. I enjoyed practicing law full-time, and I am grateful that
my journey took me to law school, but I am even more grateful that it has brought
me back here. I know that the work we do here makes a difference and being part
of that is an incredibly fulfilling feeling. I look forward to using my experience in
estate planning and public relations to work with donors and families who wish to
continue the mission and the legacy of Kemmerer Village, and I feel fortunate to
work every day in a place that I believe in.” 
           

 -Chelsea Wood, Executive Director, Kemmerer Village Foundation

Pictured on the left is Alyssa holding Chelsea’s son at
the State Basketball Tournament in 2010. On the right,

the three took an updated photo together with their
families when Alyssa visited campus recently.

    My name is Alyssa Huffman, and I was
a Kemmerer Village resident for two years. 
Growing up, my parents were not able to take
care of me, and I ended up in an emergency
shelter. After 23 days in the emergency shelter,
I was placed at Kemmerer Village.  My new
home was in North Cottage. The staff and the
girls were nice, but I didn’t like it at first.  
Finally, I settled in, and had a schedule and
routine that my previous life had been lacking.
Looking back now, the schedule and structure
are just what I needed most in my life. At
Kemmerer I always had food, I was safe, and I
made it to school every day. I also got to play
sports.  Playing sports with my team and my
coaches was definitely one of my favorite things
about being there. While at Kemmerer we were
also given privileges for good behavior. Some
privileges included dining off campus, going to
the movies, swimming at the Y, and even my
first and only trip I've ever taken to 6 Flags!
After I worked my program at Kemmerer, I was
not able to return to my family, so I was placed
with a foster family through Kemmerer Village. I
was 16 and lived with my foster family until I
was 18. 
    As an adult now, I am very grateful for my
experience at Kemmerer Village and don’t know
where I would be if Kemmerer hadn’t been
available. I grew to love many of the staff there
over the years as they cared for me, built bonds
with me, and made sure my needs were met
when I had nobody else. I made lifelong
friendships with some of the other residents who
were there with me.  

Visit from former residentVisit from former resident

Meet the DirectorMeet the Director
Chelsea T. Wood, JD

    In November 2023, Chelsea Wood was hired as the new Executive Director for 
the Kemmerer Village Foundation. Chelsea is a mother of two active boys, 
a 23-year Air Force Veteran, and a graduate of Southern Illinois University School 
of Law. Chelsea is also a former Kemmerer Village employee. Before attending law
 school, Chelsea worked in the Therapeutic Recreation Department at Kemmerer for
four years. She credits her previous time at Kemmerer as the draw that brought her back. 



Christian Summer Camp for Kindergarten - 12th GradeChristian Summer Camp for Kindergarten - 12th Grade
Registration now open      Registration now open         Scholarships Available

ECLISPE EVENTECLISPE EVENT
at Camp Carew-in the path of totalityat Camp Carew-in the path of totality

April 8, 2024April 8, 2024
campcarew.org/eclipse

BIRTHDAYS OF KV KIDSBIRTHDAYS OF KV KIDS
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Savannah J     3/21/08
Abigail B           6/12/09
Miley M              7/27/07

Kage J              3/7/11
Jayden S         3/29/08
Preston S        3/29/10
Evan S              4/9/09
Conner K         6/18/08
Domynyk L    6/23/09

March - 7 children
April - 10 children
May - 9children

June - 16 children
July - 18 children

Remember the original
orphanage with an engraved

brick in the memorial

217-226-2130
www.kemmerervillage.org/memorial
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Adams and Lasater Parents               
     Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Adams
Ina Adkins                       
     Ms. Cinda Donton
Mr. Harlan J. Andersen                
     Ms. Janet R. Andersen
Mrs. Kathy Bachman                  
     Mr. Ted Bachman
Berle and Jeanette Beatty
     Springfield Westminster Presbyterian Women 
Mrs. Joan C. Bliler
     Jennifer L. Orange
Mr. Kenneth Bliss
     Mrs. Judith Bliss
Mrs. Ruth Boggs                         
     Ms. Sherri Akers                  
Rev. Kenneth R. Bryant
     Mr. and Mrs. Patrick York
Miss Megan Bugg
     Mr. and Mrs. James Bugg
Mr. and Mrs. William Bullard
     Mrs. Dorothy Bullard
Ms. Audrey Bergin
     Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Burgin
Ms. Harriet E. Carter
     Mr. and Mrs. William Carter
Mr. Dudley E. Chamberlin
     Mrs. Betty L. Chamberlin
Mr. Woodrow and Mrs. Ruby Clough
     Mr. and Mrs. Jim Macklin
Mrs. Denise Corbel
     Mr. and Mrs. Merrell Collins
Mrs. Hazel R. Corsa
     Mr. Peter S. Greene
Mr. William (Bill) Craig
     Mrs. William Craig
     Mrs. Anne and Mr. Wade Tillett
Mrs. Paula Dalpos
     Mr. Tony Dalpos
Mrs. Bernice Danielson
     Mrs. Jerilyn M. Powell
Mr. Norman E. Dixon
     Mrs. Marilyn Dixon
Mr. Charles R. Dow
     Mrs. Charles R. Dow
     Mr. Robert McNabb
     Mr. William McNabb
     Ms. Sharon L. Steigemeier
Mr. John and Mrs. Reta Dowling
     Watseka First Presbyterian Church Women

Mr. James Dunaway            
     Ms. Susan Arthur                                           
     Ms Karen Biddle
     Mr. and Mrs. Randy Biehler
     Mr. and Mrs. Alan Bolds
     Ms. Evon Bolds Lunde
     Ms. Ruth Ann Bolds
     Mr. and Mrs. Steve Compton
     Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Cour
     Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Dilley
     Ms. Barbara Doerner
     Mr. and Mrs. Lazar Hamparzomian
     Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hoene 
     Mrs. Brenda Horsman
     Mr. Thomas Jones
     Mr. Michael Kiley
     Ms. Carol E. Lunde
     Mr. and Mrs. David Mills
     Mrs. Kathy L. Niestradt
     Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Nottingham 
     Mrs. Suellen Storm
     Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Steinke
     Mr. and Mrs. Lynn C. Sweet
     Maury Thompson
     Mr. and Mrs. Paul Van Duersen
     Mr. and Mrs. Tim Wagner
     Mr. and Mrs. David White
Mr. Leonard Edgecomb
     Mrs. Lois Edgcomb
Mr. James Elam
     Mr. Robert McNabb
     Reverend and Mrs. Howard Moffett
     Alice Christenberry
     Dana Christenberry Zydlo
Ms. Anna Belle Farrell
     Mrs. Barbara H. Janes
Mrs. Marilyn Finfrock
     Ms. Sherri Akers
Ms. Camille Foley
     Mrs. Janet E Howrey
Miss Melva F. Gage
     Mr. and Mrs. Kevin P. Chalfant
     Mr and Mrs. William J. Kuiper
Mrs. Dorothey Gore                
     Mr. George Gore
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Greene
     Mr. Peter S. Greene

In Honor & Memory of Those We LoveIn Honor & Memory of Those We Love
Oct. 1, 2023 thru January 31, 2024
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A Memorial or Honor Gift to Kemmerer Village is an expression love & respect.A Memorial or Honor Gift to Kemmerer Village is an expression love & respect.  
Your gift, large or small, is an investment in the lives of the children we serve.Your gift, large or small, is an investment in the lives of the children we serve.  

The name of the one being honored or remembered is in bold type; the donor is in regular type.The name of the one being honored or remembered is in bold type; the donor is in regular type.  

Ms. Janet R. Andersen
     Mrs. Dorothy M. Andersen
Baby Schmidt
     Mr. and Ms. Brian Luecht
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Heaton
     Mr. and Mrs. Terry Moss
Ms. Dorothy Hennessy
     Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Warner

Mrs. Mary E. Mann
     Mrs. Alice Christenberry
Mount Vernon First Presbyterian Church
     Mrs. Mary Gary
Mrs. Susie Selock
     Grand Tower First Presbyterian Church

Mrs. Martha S. Sumner
     Ms. Judith Pensoneau-Feurer
Rev. Bob Wollenberg & Rev. Jean Wollenberg
     Mrs. Jean F. Gift
Mr. Pete Wories
     Grand Tower First Presbyterian Church
Mr. Kent Young
     Grand Tower First Presbyterian Church

Mrs. Betsy A. Hauser
      Judge and Mrs. Joseph S. Van Bokkelen
Mr. Tilden Helmich & Mrs. Mary Ann Helmich
     Mr. Butch Bond & Mrs. Judy Bond
Mrs. Janet Henderson
     Effingham First Presbyterian Church
     Mr. Roger Henderson
Mr. Leo Herning
     Mr. Joel Herning
Mr. Robert L. Herrmann, Sr.
     Mrs. Sharon K. Maddox
Mr. Chellis Hurdle & Mrs. Maryon K. Hurdle
     Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Hurdle
Mr. Walter R. Hurst & Mrs. Margaret B. Hurst
     Mr. and Mrs. William Schinzer
Mrs. Jeanette Johnson
     Mr. Walter Johnson
Mr. Harold & Verna Kemmerer
     Mr. & Mrs. Edward Keeley
Mrs. Lyn Kennedy
     Mr. and Mrs. John Kennedy
Mrs.Jon Kibler
     Arcola Presbyterian Church
Mrs. Kathleen Marie Kunzman
     Mr. David F. Kunzman
Mr. Cliff Lang
     Mrs. Sharon Lang
Mrs. Gina Leezer Atterberry
Mr. Clair Leezer           
Mr. Richard Leezer
     Ms. Nancy Leezer
Ms. Bernice G. Lloyd
     Ms. Allynn Kairis
Mrs. Beverly M. Looft
     Mr. W. Gene Looft
Mrs. Debora Mann
Dr. Dennis K. Mann
Mrs. Marlys Mann
     Mrs. Mary Mann
Mr. Bradley Stephen Martin
     Ms. Sharon Rogers
Mr. Dick and Mrs. Maggie Martin
     Watseka First Presbyterian Church
Mr. Paul D. and Minnie M. Martin
     Ms. Denise Martin
Ms. Ione McCandlish
     Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Longwill
Mrs. Marie V. McNabb
     Mr. Bill McNabb
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Thank you for
honoring your 
loved ones by

supporting our
children! 

Mrs. Freeda McGaughy
 Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Rottman
Mr. William McNear
 Mrs. Jeannine McNear
Mr. William G. McWard
 Mrs. Helen M. McWard
Mrs. Nedra L. Metheney
Mr. A. J. Metheney
Mr. Don H. and Mrs. Pearl Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Miller
Mrs. Sherrill Mixer
Mr. Roger E. Mixer
Mr. Daniel J. Moore, Jr.
Mrs. Shirley M. More
Mr. Thomas M. and Mrs. Elanor Janeway
Mr. Thomas Janeway
Mr. Richard A. Myers
Mrs. Rosalee Myers
Mrs. Pat Nohl
Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Troyer
Mrs. Corrine Ohlwine
Ms. Violet Ohlwine
Our Parents
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Davis
Mrs. Barbara F. Pellman
Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Wagner
Mr. Wallace E. Pond
Mrs. Dorothy Pond
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond and Mary Primm
Ms. Nancy Leezer
Mrs. Virginia Ricks
Mr. Larry Ricks
Mr.  Dave Rozanski
     Mr. Mark D. and Mrs. Emily Abbott
     Anonymous
     Mr. and Mrs. Jim Beckhart
     Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hall
     Ms. Janis Herbert
     Mr. and Mrs. Phil Jenkins
     Mr. and Mrs. Dan Kingery
     Ms. Nancy Leming
     Rev and Mrs. David McNabb
     Mr. Robert McNabb
     Mr. and Mrs. Michael Nickell
     Mr. and Mrs. Barry Schmidt
     Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Turner
Mr. Paul Ruff
     Mr. and Mrs. Steve Benefiel
     Mr. and Mrs. Jim Farris
     Mr, and Mrs. John D. Gardner
     Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hebermehl
     Mr. and Mrs. John Kaufman
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil and Irene Rutherford
     Mr. & Mrs. William & Jeanie Walters
Mr. John M. and Vera M. Salisbury
     Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Smith
Mr. Donald Scharlau
     Mrs. Donald Scharlau
Mr. Bob Shoemaker
     Mrs. April D. Shoemaker
Mrs. Sally Simonic
     Mr. Allan A. Simonic
Mr. Al Snyder
     Ms. Melinda Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. Alva and Mary E. Stephens
     Mrs. Mary Sue Divine

Mrs. Shirley Stevens
    Ms. Sandra L. Stevens
Mrs. Wilma Stocker
    Ms. Kathleen Bassi
    Ms. Cheryl Lowney
Mr. Emery Tallman
     Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Hubner
Mr. Robert F. Tate
     Mrs. Jane Martin
Mrs. Marilyn Tolliver
     Mr. Jerry Tolliver
Ms. Kristy Tryon
     Mr. Lynn Tryon
Mr. Robert Twardock
     Mrs. A. R. Twardock
Ms. Beverly Van Devender
     Rev. and Mrs. Gerald W. Boutelle
Ms. Heidi R. Walden
     Ms. Carolyn Petro
Mrs. Gloria Wasmuth
     Mr. and Mrs. Mike Wasmuth
Ms. Wilma J. Weidler
     Mr. Laverne G. Weidler
Ms. Rita E. Wilkinson
Mr. Charles S. Greene 
Ms. Hazel R. Corsa
     Mr. Peter Greene
Mr. David Willenborg
     Mrs. Mary Ann Willenborg
Mr. Richard Willis
     Mrs. Janet E. Howrey
Mr. Gerald O. Wine
     Mrs. Luan B. Wine
Mr. Sam Winick
     Mr. and Mrs. Peter Winick
Mr. and Mrs. Harold and Marilyn Wolfer
     Mr. Tom Bottom & Mrs. Joyce D. Bishop
Mrs. Blanche Zettel
     Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bell
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 Proudly a mission Agency of the Synod of
Lincoln Trails, Presbyterian Church (USA)
since 1914. Please send mailing updates to

amie.sparks@kemmerervillage.org
 217-226-2130

Kemmerer Village
941 N. 2500 East Road
Assumption, IL 62510

Find us online! 
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Kemmerer Village Foundation
has been ensuring the mission of
Kemmerer Village since 2009. 

Kemmerer Village has been
caring for children since 1914.


