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Illinois Inter-Agency Athletic Association Offers 
Sportsmanship, Teamwork and FUN!

The Illinois Inter-Agency Athletic Association (IIAA) is the newest addition to 
Kemmerer Village’s expansion of outreach programs designed to help our youth.  
David Dance, Director of Recreation at Kemmerer is also the new Director of the 
IIAA. The IIAA organizes sports and recreational events for children’s homes and 
residential treatment facilities like Kemmerer Village throughout the state.  This 
allows our youth to participate in sporting events and various tournaments with 
other agencies similar to a public schools competition. 

The great thing about the IIAA is its focus.  
Sportsmanship and teamwork are stressed in every 
sport the IIAA offers, whether it is basketball, softball, 
soccer, swimming, dodgeball, volleyball, bowling, or 
track.  Many of our youth  have not participated in team sports.  The kids 
learn life skills playing as a team, socializing with other youth their age, 
following directions, and just having fun!

The IIAA also offers recreational activities like the annual IIAA Arts and Crafts display, Creative Writing 
book and IIAA picnic to further help our children grow and experience life.  These activities allow our kids 
to stretch their horizons, explore their creative side, and socialize in a fun, stress-free, environment.

Illinois is the only state that offers a state-wide sports program specifically 
geared toward sportsmanship for at-risk youth.  For over 40 years, the IIAA has 
worked hard to instill in its youth positive human values-attempting to create 
an environment that instills confidence, self-esteem, friendship, resiliency, and 
joy!  Kemmerer Village is proud to be an integral part of making that happen 
for children in youth facilities throughout the state!

If you have any questions about the Illinois Inter-Agency Athletic 
Association, or if you would like to donate your time or funds so we may help 
continue to provide exceptional experiences for our kids as well as other 
Illinois children. You can contact Dave Dance at 217-226-2168, or by email at 
dave.dance@kv.christian.k12.il.us.  Also, feel free to check out our website!  http://www.iiaahome.com/

Thank you so much for supporting the IIAA and Kemmerer Village!
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From the 
Director’s Desk
As we enter into the Fall season, like so many 
social service providers in Illinois, Kemmerer Village 
is feeling the impact of an insufficient “Stop Gap 
Budget” that in reality is a 12 month budget 
stretched across 18 months.  We have signed 
contracts with several State agencies to provide 
services to children and families; which we have 
done and are doing, despite the fact that payment is being delayed by 
10 – 12 months.  The current situation only compounds an even deeper 
problem:  the State of Illinois has increased payment rates to Kemmerer 
Village and other Child Welfare agencies by a total of 2% over the past 
twelve years.  Obviously, the costs to provide quality services to children 
and families have well outpaced this meager increase.

Despite the challenges of this situation there is still much to be thankful 
and hopeful for. Unlike many providers, Kemmerer Village has not had 
to cut programs or services to children and families; instead, we have 
been able to expand the number and types of services we can offer, 
as well as improve the quality of those services.   We are thankful for the 
longstanding and continued support we receive from the community 
of churches, organizations and individuals who care about the mission 
of Kemmerer Village.  We have been blessed over the years to have a 
Board of Directors whose stewardship has ensured our ability to weather 
these difficult times. And we are thankful for the dedication, commitment 
and quality of our staff because they are the ones that dictate the quality 
of the programs and services that we can provide.

Based on such a sound foundation of community, Board of Directors and 
staff there is reason to have faith and hope in looking toward the near and 
far horizons.  Within the next few months a project to run a fiber optic line 
two-and-a-half miles from Assumption to our campus will be completed.  
This will grow our internet connection capacity from 3mbs to 100 mbs 
which will greatly enhance the educational tools and opportunities that 
our on-grounds school can give to the residents.  We plan to expand the 
Equine Therapy program’s services to community children and youth with 
physical and developmental disabilities this coming Spring.  Also this Spring 
we will install a new greenhouse on-grounds to be used as part of the 
vocational education program that we are working towards expanding.  
We have begun an initiative to recruit and license more foster parents so 
that we can meet a growing need for this type of care.

In looking forward to the next three to five years we will be working on 
even more ambitious goals to fulfill the mission of Kemmerer Village.  
The development of a full-fledged vocational education program as 
an educational alternative for some of our residents will better prepare 
them for their eventual independence.  To achieve this goal we will need 
more space which will result in the need to construct a new building.  The 
vocational program would be located in what is currently our Therapeutic 
Recreation Center which is attached to the Fergusson Educational 
building.  The new building would house the Therapeutic Recreation 
offices and program, a gymnasium, swimming pool and auditorium for 
the performing arts.

With God’s blessing we will achieve these goals and perhaps 
by serendipity achieve even more and better things that we 
cannot yet know, because they are just past the horizon.

Sincerely, Ron Little
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Kemmerer Village Youth Take in a Cardinal Game
Thank you Cardinals for this opportunity.

On Monday July 18th the Therapeutic Recreation Department had the privilege of leading an off 
campus outing to watch the St. Louis Cardinals go head to head against the San Diego Padres. This outing 
is another great example of how we are offering opportunities to our children that they may never have 
again. We hope we are helping them to create positive memories that will last their lifetimes. We would like 
to thank Administration, Supervisors, Child Care Staff, Therapeutic Recreation, and everyone else who made 
this fantastic experience possible. We are all blessed to be part of an agency that is dedicated to providing 
wonderful social, and cultural activities that benefits the lives of the children we work with.

In Memory of Myron E. Hunzeker
Long Time Friend and Kemmerer Village Board Member

Mike, as we all knew him was a valuable member of the Kemmerer Village 
Board of Directors from 1976 to 2016. He was committed to providing caring 
and quality programs for the children at Kemmerer Village. His financial and 
successful business expertise was extremely valuable while he served on the 
Board, as chair of finance, audit, as well as president of the Kemmerer Village 
Board of Directors. During his forty years on the board he helped guide 
Kemmerer through a period of improvements that contributed to providing 
an up to date facility. These improvements made it possible to continue 
providing the highest quality of care for children and families. 

His care, compassion and wisdom will be missed by all who knew and 
worked with him.

The Kemmerer Village Board of Directors, staff and children send our 
sincere condolences to Mike’s family and friends.
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“As You Sow So Shall You Reap”
This time of year provides for a whole new experience for many of the young 

people at Kemmerer Village.  As some of you know we are situated in a farming 
community, located in central Illinois just outside of Assumption, IL. The Kemmerer 
Village campus is surrounded on all sides by farm land. Of course this is harvest 
time. The corn and soybeans start to disappear as the farmers go about their 
business of bringing in the crops. This is most likely a new experience for many of 
our youth. To be this close and see first hand the crops planted in the spring, grow 
tall with the rain and sunshine and then the fall harvest. Living in a country setting 
with access to a barn and animals is a new experience for most, as many of our 
youth come to us from an urban area.

There will be many first time experiences for children at Kemmerer Village: 
living in a safe stable environment, learning to trust and build healthy relationships  

    with staff and peers.
As of this past May, Kemmerer Village celebrated our 102nd year of making a difference in the lives 

of children and families.  Today we are giving hope to youth who suffer with emotional and behavioral 
challenges. These are the result of abuse, neglect and mental health issues.  Approximately forty-three 
children between the ages of 12 to 19 are cared for in our Residential Program. Our Foster Care Program 
currently is providing care for sixty-three children between infancy to age 21 in thirty-six foster homes in a six 
county area. All said we are working with children and families every day providing programs that hopefully 
lead to a healthier and productive future for each child.  

With the Thanksgiving season approaching, we are reminded how blessed we are today to have the 
partnership and support we receive from our many generous individuals and congregations.  We remember 
the true purpose of Thanksgiving is to give thanks to God for our blessings as did the Pilgrims on that November 
Day in 1621.  This year November 24th, 2016 over 200 children and staff will celebrate our blessings. Please 
remember the children and staff in your prayers.

Wishing you and yours a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving.
 Mike Havera 

 Director of Financial Development and Fundraising

Mike Havera, Director of
Financial Development

and Fundraising

2016 Year-End Gift Ideas
IRA –Individual Retirement Account: 
This provision allows those 70 ½ and older to donate up to $100,000 of IRA account assets each year directly 
to one or more public charities. The donations will count as part of the IRA owner’s required annual payout. 
There is no income tax charitable deduction for the donated assets, but they don’t count as income, either. 
To qualify, the donation of the IRA assets must be made directly to a charity, not a donor–advised fund or 
grant-making foundation. The assets must be transferred directly to the charity from the IRA custodian, such 
as a bank or mutual fund.
Matching Gifts: 
A company makes a matching gift when an employee has made a donation to a non-profit organization 
and applies for their company to match their gift to that same organization. Most companies match 
charitable contributions at an equal amount and sometimes greater. A matching gift is a great way for a 
donor to increase their contribution to support the programs helping children in Kemmerer Village’s care.
Charitable Gift Annuity: 
Charitable gift annuities may interest you if you want to make a significant gift to charity and you:
 a. Want to receive fixed payments for life that will not fluctuate 
 b.  Have assets that would be advantageous to give away during your lifetime, such as cash or 

funds earning low interest rates, or appreciated securities 
 c. Want to reduce your current income taxes with an income tax charitable deduction
Donor-advised fund (DAF)
Donor-advised fund is a type of giving program that allows you to combine the most favorable tax benefits 
with the flexibility to easily support your favorite charities. An increasingly popular charitable vehicle, DAFs is 
an excellent way to both simplify your charitable giving and facilitate your strategic philanthropic goals.
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Have A Wonderful Christmas and A Very Happy New Year
From all of us at Kemmerer Village

It would be very helpful to receive gifts by December 9th.
Gifts should be unwrapped or in Christmas bags.

Kemmerer Village | 941 N. 2500 East Road | Assumption, IL 62510
(217) 226-2130- Jessica or (217) 226-2132 - Alice

Register for Amazon Smile and support Kemmerer Village kids while doing your entire Amazon shopping. 
Amazon donates to Kemmerer Village as a result of your purchases.

Donate Gift Cards - Good Ideas:
Amazon.com (Gift cards ship free!)
Gift cards enable us to perfectly match each child’s wishes to 
the gifts that are selected for them. They are easy to buy, easy 
mail, and allow youth to choose exactly what they want. 
Best Buy 
Pizza Hut (great for Christmas Parties)
Christian County YMCA, Taylorville, IL

ITunes  Gift Cards (will be very useful this coming year)
White Oaks Mall, Springfield, IL
Hickory Point Mall, Decatur, IL
Target
Old Navy
Shoe Carnival
Wal-Mart

CLOTHING
Youth living on campus wear adult sizes
Sweatpants (grey/blue adult sizes) L, XL, 2XL, 3XL  
Sweatshirts (grey, adult sizes) L, XL, 2XL, 3XL      
Only ankle or low rise socks, white (adult)
Sleeping pants (boys & girls) S, L, XL, 2XL
Hoodie Sweatshirts size 4 through adult 2XL
Gloves and Adult size coats with hoods 
House slippers and robes

PERSONAL ITEMS
Favorite Characters:
Examples: Dora, Tweetie Bird,Batman, Cinderella, 
The Muppets, etc. Frozen Characters
Girls hair articles (brushes, hair ties)                                                             
Detangling combs and headbands 
Bodies wash or body lotion (no bar soap) 
Carmex or Vaseline in squeeze tube for lips

FUN STUFF
Stuffed Toys                                                      
Inexpensive Watches                                                
Personal CD players w/radios  
Small Journals or Address Books
Electric Alarm Clocks
Books for reading or t-shirts (ages 2-18) 
Horses, Animals, Dolphins       
Sports:
Cardinals, Cubs, Bears, Bulls - Posters or Books
Kids love horses, dogs
anything to do with animals          
Big & small felt art posters 
to color w/markers
Comforters and pillows
Soft Picture Frames (no glass)
Small Photo Albums
Robes and house slippers 
Model car & plane kits (non-toxic glue) 
Art & supplies (beads, jewelry kits)
Tie Dye Kits

Loom Bracelet Kits   
3D puzzles
Inspirational Posters
Yarn crafts
Scrapbooks
Coloring books
Playing Cards
Legos
Magnetix building sets
Model cars and trucks
Action Figures 
Transformers, GI Joe
Harry Potter items
Building Toys
(Tinker Toys, Lincoln Logs)
Books
(Diary of a Wimpy Kid Books (any in series)
Young adult books

DVD’S  (PG, PG13, OR G RATING ONLY) 
EXAMPLES BELOW:   
Star Wars
Despicable Me
The Jungle Book
Zootopia
Pete’s Dragon
Secret Life of Pets
Dolphin Tale 2
The Game Stands Tall
Guardian of The Galaxy 

GAMES FOR XBOX 360 & PLAYSTATION 2
RATED E FOR EVERYONE

MORE FUN STUFF
Backbacks
Hunger Games Items
Star Wars
Harry Potter
Cars

Planes
Ocean
Outer space
Action Figures (Marvel)
Classic Toys:
Lite Brite, Rubic’s Cube, Etch-A-Sketch, 
Board Games for Older Youth:
Othello, Taboo, Pictionary, Sorry, Risk, Trouble, 
Mad Gab, Stratego, Yahtzee
Playing cards, Card games:
Uno, Skip-Bo, Phase 10
Young Adult books
Posters (animal, sports, music stars, super heroes)
Throw pillows
Twin sheet sets
Alarm Clocks

Kemmerer Village Christmas Wish List

We are also working to assist Foster 
Care families who are caring for 

relative children between the ages of 
infancy and older teens.

If you would like to help with this group 
please contact: 

alice.christenberry@kv.christian.k12.il.us 
or (217)226-2132.
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In Memory and Honor of Those We Love
There are occasions of joy and sorrow in the lives of our family and friends that call for a response from us. A Memorial Gift or an 

Honor Gift to Kemmerer Village is a way to express love and respect at appropriate times.

Your gift, large or small, is an investment in the lives of troubled children. These gifts help to provide for their day to day care: food, 
clothing, medical care, educational needs, and Christian ministry.

The name of the deceased or honored is in bold type; the donor names are listed below in regular type.  
Please notify us of any errors.

Mr. Harlan J. Andersen
 Mrs. Dorothy M. Andersen
Ms. Beulah Bumpus
 Mr. and Mrs. Martin Bumpus
Mr. Dale Casson
 Ms. Lisabeth Hobart
 Ms. Phyllis Nussbaum
 Mr. and Mrs. Delmar D. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Harold & Marie Coriell
 Mrs. Nancy C. Ostlund
Ms. Angela M. Diss
 Mr. and Ms. Gary Sulaski
Ms. Sharon G. Hall
 Mrs. Mary Gary
Mrs. Marjorie Hamilton
 Mr. Glen Hamilton
Ms. Jody L. Harmon
 Anonymous
Dr. Paul Hauser
 Mrs. Betsy A. Hauser
Ms. Sharon Heitzman
 Dr. Patrick J. Heitzman
Mr. Robert L. Herrmann
 Ms. Sharon K. Maddox
Ms. Leah S. Hershey 
 Mr. Timothy Hershey
Mr. Jason Hopkins
 Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lamer
Mrs. Marjorie Hopkins
 Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lamer
Mr. Michael Hunzeker
 Mr. and Mrs. James Bugg
 Mr. and Mrs. John Bury
 Mrs. Alice J. Christenberry
 Ms. Mary L. Cleverdon
 Mr. Robert McNabb
 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Meece
 Mrs. Connie Roegge
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thorn
 Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Havera
Mr. David C. Jack
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Kileen

Mr. Larry Janes
 Mrs. Barbara H. Janes
Mrs. Kathleen M. Kunzman
 Mr. David F. Kunzman
Mrs. Leona Lash
 Ms. Terryl A. Peterson
Mr. William F. Lash
 Ms. Terryl A. Peterson
Mr. Jerry Lewis
 Mrs. Joanne Stone
Mr. John A. McAllister
 Mrs. Dalene McAllister
Mrs. Betty McCracken
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert McCracken
Mrs. Marie McNabb
 Mr. and Mrs. George T. Allen
 Mr. and Mrs. James B. Andrews
 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Barr
  Mr. and Mrs. Donald Berchtold
 Mr. and Mrs. Barry Brewer
 Mr. and Mrs. James Bugg
 Mr. and Mrs. John Bury
 Mrs. Alice J. Christenberry
 Ms. Mary L. Cleverdon
 Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Clodfelter
 Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Crew
 Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Dow
 Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Dow
 Mrs. Jean E. Gift
 Dr. and Rev. Terry Hatch
 Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Havera
 Mrs. Janis C. Hebert
 Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ingersoll
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Jones
 Mr. and Mrs. Andy Lamb
 Ms. Rachel Lehigh
 Dr. and Mrs. Robert Lentz
 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Linden
 Ms. Barbara Lintner
 Mr. Ron Little
 Mr. Robert McNabb
 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Meece

 Ms. Phyllis M. Morris
 Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Morrison
 Mr. and Mrs. Don Mosher
 Mrs. Charles Nixon
 Ms. Elaine C. Powell
 Mrs. Geraldine R. Price
 Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Reber
 Mrs. Connie Roegge
 Mr. and Mrs. Walter M. Roll
 Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Rosenberger
 Ms. Rose Russell
 Ms. Audrey Ryburn
 Samuels, Miller, Schroeder,  

   Jackson & Sly, LLP
 Southeastern Illinois Presbytery
 Mrs. Jean Stoddard
 Mr. and Mrs. Maynard P. Suhre
 Rev. and Mrs. Donald C. Winch
Mr. Robert H. Metsker
 Mrs. Doris E. Seal
Mrs. Haroldine Musch
 Mr. Warren Musch
Ms. Kathie Nenaber
 Rev. and Mrs. John S. Kay
Mr. Bruce Olson
 Mrs. Carol J. Lukes
Mr. Mel Ostlund
 Mrs. Nancy C. Ostlund
Ms. Barbara F. Pellman
 Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Wagner
Mr. Wallace E. Pond
 Mrs. Dorothy Pond
Mr. Frank J. Rohr
 Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Asselmeier
 Ms. Betty Blanchard
 Ms. Paula Bouas
 Ms. Marjorie M. Bridges
 Crowder & Scoggins, LTD
 Mr. and Mrs. Steve Davis
 Mr. Bill L. Groennert
 Mr. and Mrs. Rande Grotefendt
 Mrs. Mary Jackson

 Friends at Edward Jones
 Mr. and Mrs. Mike Ray
 Mr. and Mrs. Elden Reuss
 Mr. and Mrs. Elmer D. Sauerwein
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Stoecker
 Ms. Barbara S. Sutton
 Village of Swansea
 Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wenzel
Mr. and Mrs. Ted & Mariam 

Schumacher
 Mr. and Mrs. D.G. Schumacher
 Mrs. Wilma Stocker
Mrs. Lena Ferne Shaffer
 Mr. and Mrs. Delmar Rogers, Jr.
Ms. Marsha Benson Sibley
 Mrs. Elnora Benson
Mrs. Linda K. Slifer
 Dr. Edward D. Slifer
Mrs. Harriet K. Sloma
 Mrs. Harriet C. Kweton
Ms. Shirley Stevens
 Ms. Sandra L. Stevens
Mr. Gregory Stone
 Mrs. Beth R. Alt
Mrs. Gretchen Stonecipher
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. 

Stonecipher
Mrs. Frances H. Swanson
 Ms. Priscilla Swanson
Mr. Hillis Swanson
 Ms. Priscilla Swanson
Mr. William E. Thomas
 Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Thomas
Ms. Mattie White Workman True
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. 

Workman
Mrs. Ruth A. Wimp
 Mrs. Ruth A. Wimp
Mr. Gerald O. Wine
 Mrs. Luan B. Wine

Memorials
June 1, 2016 - October 7, 2016

Mrs. Katie Armstrong
 Mrs. Clarice Emanuel
Ms. Mary L. Cleverdon
 Mr. and Mrs. Ken Hughes
 Ms. Sue Sawers
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Fischer
 Mr. John Fischer
Dr. John Kay
 Mrs. Peggy Madden

Kemmerer Village Children
 Ms. Gloria Brummer
Mr. Ed Madsen
 Ms. Terryl A. Peterson
Mrs. Melva Madsen
 Ms. Terryl A. Peterson
Mrs. Connie Roegge
 First Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, IL
 Mr. and Mrs. Larry Ladd

Mrs. Carolyn Stone
 Ms. Terryl A. Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. George and Mable Tanner
 Mr. and Mrs. George Tanner
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert and Lorraine Weier
 Mr. and Mrs. Herbert R. Weier

Honors 
July 1, 2016 - October 7, 2016
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Campbell’s Labels Ends and General Mills Box Tops Continues
 Thank you to all the congregations for your help with the Campbell’s Soup Labels. Campbell’s 
has discontinued the program for collecting labels/barcode as of July 2016. We would like to thank 
l everyone for helping with this program.  We were with the program pretty much from its beginning 
and had a number of dedicated contacts who helped us acquire many needed items for our 
cottages, recreation program and campus in general. Your help was very much appreciated!

 General Mills Box Tops for Education is continuing on and we are very 
appreciative to everyone for their support of this very beneficial program. It is providing an ongoing 
stream of financial support for our on-grounds school, specifically our reading program. We continue 
to hear from our teachers that this program offers much needed help to our young students. Also 
developing an increased interest in reading and their reading comprehension. This is all a very good 
thing! Thank you for your help!

Illinois Association for Home 
and Community 

Education Visit Kemmerer
Amber Miller recently spoke to members of the 
Illinois Association for Home and Community 
Education, Macon County area during their visit to 
the Kemmerer Village campus. The group toured 
the campus, but their main focus was to hear about  

how Equine Facilitated 
Therapy was helping the 
youth at Kemmerer Village.  
Amber was happy to share 
the positive results she is 
seeing in the young people 
who are benefiting from 
working and interacting 
with the horses. 

Youth Entertain During Talent Show
During August  10 of our residents displayed their gifts at 
our summer Talent Show.  Recreation wanted the campus 
to have a fun and memorable event; and we feel they 
accomplished just that.   The audience of staff and students 
was blown away by some of the talent and touched by their 
bravery.   A big thank you to the recreation staff and to the 
young performers for a fun filled summer afternoon.  

Clever Container Donates Bags to 
Kemmerer Village Foster Children
Thank you so much Kris Thiess of Clever Container and all who 
donated! 
150 of these awesome bags are going to make a positive impact 
on kids going through
 a rough transition. 

How do I select a charitable 
organization to support 
when shopping on 
AmazonSmile?

On your first visit to 
AmazonSmile (smile.
amazon.com), you 
need to select a 
charitable organization 
to receive donations 
from eligible purchases before you begin 
shopping. We will remember your selection, 
and then every eligible purchase you 
make at smile.amazon.com will result in a 
donation. 
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102 Years of Making a Difference
in the Lives of Children and Families!

A mission of the Presbyterian Church USA

Happy Birthday!
Our young people truly appreciate receiving cards 
from all of you on their birthday. Thank you for thinking 
of them. Please put the name of the church and/or 
organization in the return address area of the envelope. 
All mail to students is monitored. Thank you.

October
Nissan, B M 10/25/00
Gabrielle, M F 10/25/02

November
Bethany, B F 11/18/98
Jesse, M M 11/02/99
Tessa, N F 11/12/01
Ein, J M 11/30/01

December
Jordon, H M 12/06/01

January
Trenton, T M 01/06/01
Evan, B  M 01/07/02
Kayla, K F 01/19/99

February
Kyla, J F 02/07/99
Hartley, C M 02/15/99
Marissa, F F 02/20/01
Raymee, B F 02/20/02

NEED A PROGRAM
We would love to come and 
speak to your congregation 
or small group regarding the 
ministry at Kemmerer Village. 
If you would like to learn more 
about us, contact Autumn (217) 
226-2131 or Alice (217) 226-2132. 
We also have a 16 minute DVD 
that provides an informative program
about us.


